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Dogs  
have owners,  

cats  
have staff.  

-Anonymous 
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Laser lithotripsy available at Hospital 
Lithotripsy refers to the breaking of urinary 
stones.  It can be performed by generating 
shock waves outside of the body that break up 
the stones (called extracorporeal shock wave 
lithotripsy) or by generating waves or using a 
laser that is inside of the body (intracorporeal 
lithotripsy).  Extracorporeal shock wave lith-
otripsy is used to treat kidney and ureteral 
stones, while intracorporeal laser lithotripsy is 
used to treat bladder and urethral stones.  Re-
cently, the Small Animal Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital has acquired a laser for lithotripsy 
and soft tissue surgery.  The procedure can be 
done in female dogs and cats and in male dogs 
that are larger than approximately 20 pounds.  
It is not possible to perform the procedure in 
small male dogs and male cats because cysto-
scopes that are small enough to be inserted are 
not available.  This is a minimally invasive 
technique for treating lower urinary tract 

stones and risk of complications is low.  The 
laser can also be used for other applications 
such as correction of an ectopic ureter and for 
palliative treatment of lower urinary tract can-
cer. 

 

Area Study Contact 

Dermatology Topical antibacterial trial in dogs with pyoderma or skin fold 
dermatitis Dr. Linda Frank 

Mycology Treatment of systemic aspergillosis with a new antifungal drug - 
posaconazole Dr. Al Legendre 

Neurology The benefit of hearing tests (i.e., brainstem-auditory evoked 
response/BAER) in dogs with vestibular disease 

Drs. Christina Wolf or William 
Thomas 

Neurology New drug for initial treatment of idiopathic epilepsy in dogs Dr. William Thomas 

Oncology Identifying risk factors for the development of canine  
osteosarcoma Dr. Jeffrey Phillips 

Oncology A novel intratumoral immunotherapy for measurable cancers 
(financial incentive for clients) Dr. Amy LeBlanc 

Oncology Treatment with tyrosine kinase and chemotherapy of  
advanced malignancies Dr. Al Legendre 

Oncology The UTCVM comparative oncology program tumor tissue and DNA 
databank 

Drs. Jeffrey Phillips, Amy LeBlanc, 
or Al Legendre 

Orthopedics NSAID for cats with osteoarthritis                                         Dr. Darryl Millis  

Soft tissue surgery Evaluation of intra-tracheal stenting in dogs with collapsing trachea     
http://www.collapsingtrachea.com 

Drs. DJ Krahwinkel, Mark  
Bohling, or Patricia Sura 

Soft tissue surgery Silicone footpad implants in greyhounds with corns Dr. Mark Bohling 

Urinary Bichons with calcium oxalate stones Dr. Joe Bartges 

Urinary Cats with chronic renal failure Drs. Claudia Kirk or Joe Bartges 

Urinary Cats with idiopathic hypercalcemia and calcium oxalate stones Dr. Joe Bartges 

Urinary Miniature schnauzers with calcium oxalate stones Dr. Joe Bartges 

Urinary A new diet in managing Dalmatians that have had urate bladder 
stones Dr. Joe Bartges 

Figure. Laser lithotripsy performed in a 
female dog with calcium oxalate uroliths.  
The laser fiber is identified by the arrow. 


