




















How | got my H.A.B.I.T. dog

After having cancer 7 years ago | decided I'd better do some things I'd wanted to do. At the top of my list was to get a dog. |
knew | wanted a golden retriever but | didn’t know if | should go to a breeder or do a rescue. As fate would have it, | found a great
breeder and my little girl Molly pranced into my life. | worked hard with her to get her ready to be a therapy dog with HABIT. She
failed her first test. Being a teacher myself, | was more than a little embarrassed. In 6 months, though, she’'d grown up quite a
lot and had no trouble passing her test the next time. Always, however, a little seed of doubt was in the back of my mind about
the little rescue dog | never got. It occurred to me then, that | could still get my rescue pup. | knew | wouldn’t mind at all having
two dogs. And so the long journey looking for just the right dog began. I'd visit the various shelters around town to see who was
available. | knew | could trust my heart to find the right one. I'd see a promising one (aren’t they all promising) then go home
and get Molly. Molly and | would be escorted to a room with the new dog to see how they'd get along. Now, it's important to
understand that Molly believes everyone loves her and most do. So she’s one of the best natured dogs around. But when we’d
get into that room with a new dog, Molly became an entirely different dog. We'd quietly leave the shelter with my embarrassment
at an all time high. After several attempts turning out this way, my heart was breaking and | was beginning to relinquish that
dream of a second dog. The holidays were swiftly approaching. My best friend had already chosen a rescue dog for her mother
for Christmas. | decided one Saturday to come along to help pick up the dog. As so often happens, | brought Moily along for the
ride. We ended up a local vet’s office that often sponsored the different rescue groups around town. On that particular day one
of the local rescue groups was there with many of the dogs they had available for adoption. | saw them all there but felt nothing
more than a twinge of regret that none of them would be mine, or so | thought at first. Christmas was coming. | was going to
travel and Molly wasn’t going to be happy about it anyway. Molly was in the car while we were in the office as my friend was
filling out some paperwork. | went to get Molly to let her walk around a bit and get a drink of water. | remember looking away
from the store front. But | did hear the front door open. The next thing | knew my arm was being jerked out of its socket. Molly
pulled me across the parking lot to get to this beautiful black and tan Australian Shepherd mix puppy that was coming out the
door with her foster mother at that exact moment. Miracle of miracles, there was Molly just loving this wonderful puppy. Several
people there knew | had been looking for a dog for several months. They all came running out of the office to see what was
happening. The end result was that my dog Molly took control of the situation by picking out our new dog herself. Apparently,
she knew what we needed and decided to take matters into her own paws. We went home that day with our new pup, Bett, who
is now a therapy dog herself. That little twinge of doubt that had plagued me for so long evaporated away and the pieces of my
heart were complete. Now I’'m blessed to be the mom of two wonderful companions who each provide blessings to so many
others by the therapy visits they make through HABIT.

by Sue Bartlett




In Memory

Johnny C. New, Sr.
by
Wendy Hendricks
Nora Slifer
Kathleen & Dennis Hayward
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by
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by
HABIT Office
Louise & Fred Conrad
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“Frosty” Patkinson
by
Marilyn & Edward Carlin

In Loving Memory of
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“Stevie” Baughcum
by
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C.J. Kennedy
by
Peggy Gripshover & Tom Bell

Ruth Leek
by
Mary Leslie & David Dotson

Alf
by
Jennie Ritchie

Brian L. Houser
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“Qtis” Tanner
by
M.L. Tanner

“Buford” Armsey

by
Nancy Hugh
Kathy & Tony DiValentin

“Agatha” Fronczek
by
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Rafe
by
Mari DeCuir

Mrs. Henrietta Baughcum,
Mother of Denise Frazier
by
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“Cinnamon”, “Sugar” & “Spice’
y
Dwight Giles

Hyram Kitchen
by
Yvonne Kitchen

“Lucy”
by
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“Henry” Delap, who was a former
HABIT dog,
who left this life to join his “Dad”,
Jim Delap.
Now they are making their rounds in
Heaven.

by
Ann Delap
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by
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by
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“Dollar” Gibson
by
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“Chichi” Johnston
by
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Dolly
by
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by
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Joan & Steve Cohn
by
Marilyn & Edward Carlin
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by
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Phyllis and Ken Hirsh’s Anniversary

by
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Ken Hirsh’s Birthday
by
Joan and Steve Cohn

Marilyn and Ed Carlin’s Anniversary
by
Joan and Steve Cohn

Marilyn Carlin’s complete recovery
by
Joan and Steve Cohn

Peggy and Julie Howard
by
Karen Armsey

“A.).” and “Romeo” Hayward
By
Virginia Kiefer

For a speedy recovery of Andy Steinberg
by
Marilyn & Edward Carlin

Mary B. Trivett

by
M.L. Tanner

Joan Cohn
by
Elaine Freeman

Marable Wilson
by
Lorrie & Joseph Johnson

Rosie Smith
by
Kathy & Tony DiValentin
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by
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The Wright Family

Jo & Ark
by
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