
Veterinary Social Work Summit
April 17th - 20th, 2008

The Veterinary Social Work Summit is the first of its kind to provide an opportunity for veterinary social  
workers from across the world to come together to educate and be educated, to network and be connected,  
and to strengthen and solidify this new sub-specialty of social work practice. 

Sponsored by both Colleges of Social Work and Veterinary Medicine at the University of Tennessee,  
this Summit will have expert presenters on the four practice areas of veterinary social work: 

	 •	The Link between Human and Animal Violence 
	 •	Animal Assisted Interventions 
	 •	Grief and Bereavement 
	 •	Compassion Fatigue

Other topics also included will be diversity as it relates to animal ownership and animal related professionals, 
spirituality, social work, and the human-animal bond, and mediation/communication as an important tool 
of the veterinary social worker. Additionally, there will be an international panel and evening dinner discus-
sion on the human-animal bond across nations.  

Veterinary Social Work practice areas represented at the Summit will be academic, animal shelter, and 
private social work and/or veterinary practice settings.  Applications of micro and macro vet social work 
practice will be examined and presented throughout Summit offerings, including clinical interventions and 
policy advocacy.

Knowing there are many experts in the field, and wanting to provide opportunity for all participants to present  
and see different models and methods for veterinary social work, participants are encouraged to request 
space for poster presentations. Posters should not exceed 3’X4.’ Participants who would like to present a 
poster should send a poster description not to exceed 300 words to Dr. Elizabeth B. Strand, LCSW.

Confirmed Summit Speakers:

Susan Cohen, DSW, ACSW 
Animal Medical Center

Christina Rissley-Curtis, Ph.D.,  
School of Social Work, Arizona State University

Catherine A. Faver, Ph.D  
University of Texas-Pan American

Ken Shapiro, Ph.D.  
Animals & Society Institute

Stephanie Johnson, LCSW  
Louisiana State University CVM

Bert Troutman, LCSW  
ASPCA

Anne Howie, LCSW 
Human-Animal Solutions Tracy Zaparanick, LCSW, Ph.D.

Registration fee is $250.00 and includes all programs and all but one meal.  
Social Work Student registration is $100.00 and limited.  Proof of student status (student ID) will be requested by follow  
up call after student registration is completed. 

To register visit: http://www.vet.utk.edu/socialwork/summit/ 
or to submit a poster please contact:  
Dr. Elizabeth B. Strand, LCSW, Director, Veterinary Social Work 
University of Tennessee, Colleges of Veterinary Medicine and Social Work 
Department of Comparative Medicine 
2407 River Drive, Room A205, Knoxville, TN 37996 
865-974-8397, estrand@utk.edu
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